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High Peak Borough Council (HPBC) Service: 

 

Chairman: Audit & Regulatory Committee 

 Chairman: Constitution Sub-Committee 

Community Select Committee 

Chairman: Waste and Recycling Strategy Sub-Committee 

Group Leader: Independent Group 

 

HPBC Representative on: 

 

Board Member: High Peak Community Housing; (resigned 24
th

 April 2013) 

I have represented the Board at meetings of the Midlands Region ALMO Board 

Members’ Group at Solihull Community Housing and Derby Homes; 

Ward Walkabouts (2) 

Chairman: Whaley Bridge Sports Association Management Committee 

 

Other: 

 

Chairman: Derbyshire Association of Local Councils Executive (DALC) 

 Member of the Council of the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) 

High Peak and Hope Valley Community Rail Partnership Management Committee 

Board Member: Rural Action Derbyshire 

Local Government Association East Midlands Group of Independent Councillors 

Board Member: Peak District Rural Housing Association 

British Transport Police: (Manchester SE Sector PACT (Police and Communities Together) 

group meetings). 

 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), High Peak Local Plan, and 

Neighbourhood Planning (NP): The 12-month period of ‘grace’ following the introduction 

of NPPF in 2012 has expired, and the failure to maintain a 5-year supply of deliverable land 

for housing development is now a material consideration when planning applications are 

determined within High Peak. 

 

The latest round of public consultation of the replacement High Peak Local Plan ended on 

10
th

 April. 

 

In March, a Neighbourhood Referendum overwhelmingly approved the proposed NP for the 

Upper Eden area of Eden District Council in Cumbria; this NP covers the areas of one Town 

Council, seven Parish Councils and nine Parish Meetings. Further referenda will be held next 

Thursday for the NP proposals of Thame Town Council (Oxon) and the Exeter St. James 

Ward Neighbourhood Forum. 

 



Strategic Alliance: The Strategic Alliance between High Peak Borough Council and 
Staffordshire Moorlands District Council continues to achieve planned savings in service 

delivery. For the third year running Council Tax (attributable to High Peak BC) has not 

increased. 

 

Housing: Another 50 affordable homes have been delivered across High Peak, including the 

first through the empty homes initiative partnership with the Peaks and Plains Housing Trust 

of Macclesfield using S106 funding from the Otterhole Farm development. 

 

The Housing Ombudsman Service (HOS) looks at complaints about registered providers of 

social housing, such as HPBC and housing associations. From 1
st
 April, all Borough 

Councillors have become ‘Designated Persons’ and have been offered appropriate training. 

Members of Parliament and members of Tenant Panels are also Designated Persons. The 

Localism Act only permits councillors from the local housing authority in the district where 

the complainant lives to be a designated person, so the definition excludes county and parish 

councillors. 

 

HPBC established an ALMO, High Peak Community Housing, nine years ago to manage, 

maintain and improve the Council’s housing stock of around 4,100 homes. All homes were 

brought to the necessary Decent Homes Standard ahead of schedule. Changed circumstances 

have forced the Council to take the stock back in-house, and the ALMO will cease business 

on 1
st
 May. HPCH has worked to bring the benefits of Manchester Credit Union to anybody 

living or working in High Peak. These include an easy way to save, access to low cost loans, 

free life savings insurance and a dedicated Christmas Club. This is an important alternative to 

the ‘pay-day loan’ route. 

 
Buxton Crescent Hotel and Thermal Spa Project: The redevelopment of The Crescent (a 

Grade 1 Listed Building) and the Natural Baths and Pump Room (a Grade 2 Listed Building) 

will deliver: 

- a 79-bedroom, 5-star hotel incorporating the Natural Baths 

- a new visitor interpretation centre 

- a state-of-the-art thermal, natural mineral water spa 

- eight specialist shops. 

Results from the ‘enabling ‘contract are now being evaluated in readiness for the preparation 

of the tender documentation for the main contract. 

 

Welfare Reform, Localisation of Council Tax Support Scheme and Spare Room 

Deduction: Council Tax Benefits ceased on 1
st
 April, being replaced by localised Council 

Tax Support schemes. For 2013/14, each ‘billing authority’ receives from central government 

90% of what it previously received under the former Council Tax Benefit Scheme. The 

Council has used powers in the Local Government Finance Act 2012 to increase the Council 

Tax on owners of second homes, empty homes and unfurnished properties to meet the 

funding shortfall of £691,380. Consequently, current levels of support for recipients of the 

former Council Tax benefit are able to be retained for 2013/14 in order to avoid the 

distressing impact of higher Council Tax bills upon poorer households at a time when other 

welfare reforms are being introduced. Another important change, also from 1
st
 April, applies 

to working-age tenants of a local authority, a registered housing association or other 

registered social landlord. Their Housing Benefit will be reduced by 14% for one extra 



bedroom, or by 25% for two or more extra bedrooms. This is the Spare Room Deduction 

scheme, also sometimes referred to as the ‘Bedroom Tax’. 

 

 

Memorial Park: The appointment of a contractor to deliver the works agreed with  

Heritage Lottery Fund to revitalise the park is, still, awaited. 

 

Toilets: The toilets have been closed for months and information is awaited. 

 

EMAS: The restructured service will include an Ambulance Station ‘Hub’ at Derby 

Raynesway, and (in High Peak) an Ambulance Station in the Doves Holes area, and 

Community Ambulance Stations at New Mills, Chapel-en-le-Frith and Buxton. Details may 

be found at: http://www.emas.nhs.uk/about-us/trust-board/  

 

clicking on: PB/13/37 - Being the Best . In particular, see definitions (page 31 of 77), a map 

(page 36) and Cluster A (page 46). 

 

 

Councillors’ Initiative Fund: Like my two colleagues, I have awarded: 

 

- £100 to Friends of Furness Vale Station to complete their Ann Picot Memorial 

Garden 

- £950 to Furness Vale COGS (Community Organising Green Space) for ‘drainage, 

levelling and landscaping work’ at the field off Yeardsley Lane 

- £950 to the Borough Council’s Horticulture Team for Motor Bicycle Inhibitors for 

the section of the Linear Park between Old Road and Bingswood Road in order to 

admit mobility scooters, whilst excluding motor bicycles. 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

 

Waste Collection and Recycling: The domestic Waste Collection and Recycling service was 

restructured last July when brown wheelie bins were introduced – a change necessitated by 

Derbyshire County Council (DCC) giving notice that cardboard could no longer be accepted 

at the IVC (in-vessel composting) facility at Waterswallows. After sufficient time had 

elapsed for officers to measure the impact of the change upon the ‘bring sites’ operated 

within High Peak by the Borough Council, the Waste and Recycling Strategy Sub-Committee 

met in February and made recommendations. These have been accepted by the Executive 

member, and are expected to be implemented upon the completion of negotiations with 

Veolia and other partners. No changes are expected at Whaley’s Canal Wharf Bring Site, 

while Tescos will continue to do what they deem is best at their recycling facility. 

HPBC is part of the Local Authorities Energy Partnership (LAEP) which has won a share of 

£2.5 million funding through a national competition run by the Department of Energy and 

Climate Change. This cash is being used to help 20 householders with the cost of a new 

boiler, boiler repairs and the installation of new heating systems. 

The Green Deal initiative is NOT means-tested. It is intended to fund energy-saving upgrades 

(energy-efficient boiler replacements, the installation of draught-proofing, double glazing, 

and loft and cavity wall insulation) without any upfront costs. Instead, the costs are added to 

http://www.emas.nhs.uk/about-us/trust-board/
http://www.emas.nhs.uk/EasySiteWeb/GatewayLink.aspx?alId=47874


your energy bills and staggered over time, like a loan. The council has put two guides to 

Green Deal on its website, or contact the Energy Saving Advice Service on 0300 123 1234. 

United Utilities Access Road: I have secured the repair of United Utilities access road 

between Long Hill and Fernilee Reservoir. 

 

HRH Princess Anne Plaque at Buxton Pool: I have secured the reinstatement of the 

Princess Anne plaque at Buxton Pool and Leisure Centre. 

 


