HPK/2010/0289 Bridge 42, Buxton Road, Whaley Bridge
English Heritage – With respect to the consultation on the additional information supplied on the 11th February 2011, English Heritage have no further comments to make. 

Network Rail – Raise concerns that the report does not mention the structural defects in detail, and does not reflect that Network Rail have looked at the alternative options to removal.
Officer comment: According to the supporting statement accompanying the application, the following elements of the structure are showing signs of stress, theses include: 

1. Crack to the cast iron arch connection at mid span;

2. Crack to cast iron arch member at Springing point;
3. Cracks to cast iron parapets and displacement;
4. Cracks to 2 no. cast iron bracing elements;
5. 2 no. tie bars missing
6. Corrosion of floor plates at deck ends over abutments
7. Waterproofing failure.

The remaining elements of the superstructure are considered to be in fair condition. With regard to the substructure this is said to be good condition. 

The alternative options, to the demolition of the structure have been examined by Network Rail and include: 

1. Strengthening – This is not possible as these works would result in the addition of new elements which would need to provide significant or full support to the railway above, leaving the cast iron structure redundant.

2. Repair – This would not allow the existing speed restrictions to be lifted or allow for increased freight capacity, and would not negate against the risks associated with the overstressed elements of the bridge. 

Members should note that Officers have not considered whether the design of the proposed replacement bridge is acceptable, due to the concerns raised in the report concerning the loss of the Listed Structure. If members are minded to approve the application, officers request that the application be referred back to them to discuss design proposals with other stakeholders, including Whaley Bridge Town Council.
Whaley Bridge Town Council strongly recommend refusal of this application and comment as follows: - 

“In respect of the information provided by High Peak Borough Council  concerning the above listed building consent and Network Rail’s answers to the questions posed to them:  Whaley Bridge Town Council are concerned that the answers provided are inadequate and do not fully address the questions posed with relevant facts.  There is a complete lack of detailed information upon which consideration for approval can be based.

There has been no demonstration of benefits to Whaley Bridge.

The Town Council understands, on advice from an expert in bridge engineering, that there are suitable and effective means by which the existing structure could be adequately strengthened.  Examples substantiating this being bridges at Alrewas and Butterton Station.  

There is great concern that this important listed structure, the last of its type in Derbyshire, should be lost for no acceptable reason.  The Council questions the need for the proposed speeds.

The Town Council believes misleading and incorrect information has been provided, with regard to headroom, loading and stresses and strains.

In addition concern was expressed, particularly with regard to freight traffic and especially when loaded, about the proposed speed, noise and the potential damage to property from the resultant sub sonic vibration.

The Council feels that insufficient provision of information and consultation has been carried out by Network Rail not only with Whaley Bridge Town Council but all potentially effected communities along the line regarding their proposed traffic changes.”
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