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ANNUAL REPORT 2009/2010

The parish of Whaley Bridge covers four wards; Fernilee, Taxal, Yeardsley and Furness Vale.  There are three councillors representing each ward and the council meets in the Mechanics Institute on the second Thursday of each month (except August) at 7.30pm.  Meetings are open to the press and public and local people are invited to address councillors during the agenda item “Open Forum” about any issues of concern.

Town Clerk
The Town Clerk is Mrs Stephanie Raybould.  The Clerk’s Office is within the Mechanics Institute and is open to the public between 9.00am and 12.30pm each weekday morning to provide information, advice and to deal with queries. Tel: 01663 733068.

Chair and Vice-Chair
On 14th May 2009, Cllr Barrie Taylor was elected as Chair and Cllr John Swift elected as Vice-Chair of Whaley Bridge Town Council for 2009/10.

Councillors Expenses
Members of Whaley Bridge Town Council do not claim any expenses although they are permitted to claim “out-of-pocket” expenses in accordance with statutory regulations.  They carry out their roles as town councillors voluntarily giving up time and effort for the benefit of the community.  Councillors must also declare a personal or prejudicial interest in items on the agenda in which they could influence decisions directly affecting themselves.

Whaley Bridge Community Website -  www.whaleybridge.com 

The Town Council sponsors the community website.  This provides a wealth of local information, photos, historical notes, local events, news, etc.  It is for the benefit of both local people and visitors alike and now hosts a brand new discussion forum where people (following registration) can enter into local debates and post messages.

An updated community website is currently being designed.

Planning Applications
All planning applications for the parish are considered by the council at their monthly meetings and relevant comments and recommendations made to the Planning Department at High Peak Borough Council.  Members of the public are also able to view all applications in the Clerk’s Office weekday mornings.  

Precept, Income and Expenditure
The income for the year amounted to £83,685 and the expenditure was £78,363.

The precept for 2009/10 was £65,996 and will be increased to £70,552 for 2010/2011.   This will increase the cost for the average Band D property council tax by only 16p per month.  A summary of the income and expenditure account is attached.

Grants and Donations
The council donated £2000 to local organisations during 2009/2010.

Safer Neighbourhoods Team

PC Andrew Crosthwaite and PCSO Tracy Jones lead the Safer Neighbourhoods Team for this area.  They attend Council Meetings and liaise with councillors about crime and local community issues.  The Team hold regular meetings with members of the public to ascertain issues of concern and priorities for action.

Bridge over River Goyt to Bingswood Industrial Estate (Goyt River Bridge)

HPBC is striving to fulfil the criteria necessary to submit a final bid for funding to DEP by the end of May 2010, for the construction of the bridge.  The estimated cost of this project is now in the region of £2m.  Negotiations are taking place with United Utilities to acquire their land on the industrial estate and with DCC to adopt the new bridge and road network.  The Town Council fully supports this proposal.

Furness Vale Village Park
The community of Furness Vale is campaigning and fundraising to provide a new community park in the centre of Furness Vale.  The Town Council fully supports this venture.

Brookfield Pond Nature Reserve

This nature reserve is owned and managed by the council.  It is open to the public at all times for enjoyment and relaxation.  A new lease for the fishing rights has been negotiated with MSSAS (Moss Side Social Angling Society).    

Sports Pavilion and Multi Use Games Area

The Town Council  manages the multi-use games area ( MUGA) and Sports Pavilion off Park Road, adjacent to the football pitches.  The facilities are available for hire.   The council leases the facility from HPBC at the present time but Whaley Bridge Football Club has indicated that they may be willing to take over the lease if the  MUGA was refurbished to a 3G standard.  The Football Foundation has indicated that grant funding may be available (50%) towards this project.

Skatepark and BMX Track

This area is adjacent to the football pitches and is owned and maintained by the Town Council.  Regular inspections are undertaken to ensure that the area and equipment is safe, at a cost of £265 per year.  The facility is provided free of charge for the enjoyment of our younger age group.  

Annual Firework Display

The Town Council contributed £1800 towards the annual bonfire and firework display in the Memorial Park, organised by the Goyt Valley Round Table.    

Christmas Trees

Christmas trees are provided in Whaley Bridge Furness Vale.  This costs the Town Council over £900 each year.  Many thanks to Footsteps for organising the Christmas festivities in Whaley Bridge.

Hanging Baskets and Tubs

Seventy-five hanging baskets and 25 flower tubs are provided in Whaley Bridge and Furness Vale by WBTC to enhance the town centres.  The cost of providing grounds maintenance during this financial year was £5,823.

Community Newsletter

The council produces a quarterly newsletter which is distributed to each household in the parish free of charge to keep the community informed about council activities, news, local events and contact information.  This cost the Town Council £921 to print and distribute this year.

Sunnybank Allotment Site
This allotment site is managed by the Town Council providing 18 allotments.  There are still over 40 names on the waiting list for allotments so the council continues to try to identify an additional site.  

The annual rent for an allotment is £20.

Parish Paths Map

The updated Parish Paths Map is widely available and costs £1.50.  It gives details of all the public rights of way in the parish and three detailed local walks to enjoy.

Route of Cromford & High Peak Railway – Shallcross Incline

The Shallcross Incline is part of the route of the disused Cromford & High Peak Railway line which connected the canal system at Cromford to the Whaley Bridge Basin.  The Shallcross Incline runs from Shallcross Road to New Road running parallel with Elnor Lane.

The Town Council is in the process of acquiring the land from High Peak Borough Council and intend to clear and surface the incline as a public right of way, as part of the DCC Greenway Strategy and Safer Routes to School Scheme.  This project has the full support of the local schools, police and rambling association and has attracted grant funding (from SEMMMS) of £40,000.  It is hoped that the work can be completed before the end of 2010.

Mechanics Institute 

The Town Council is Trustee of the Mechanics Institute which is run as a registered charity for the benefit of the local community.  Rooms can be hired for local events, meetings, classes, etc seven days a week.  It incorporates the Town Clerk’s office, CAB sessions, WB Volunteer Bureau, Darby & Joan sessions and many other interesting activities for local people to enjoy.  

Grit Bins

Twenty-five grit bins are filled annually by the council costing £967 this year.  An additional fill was provided last winter due to the exceptionally bad weather.

Annual Community Award

The Town Council has decided to give an award each year to a person or organisation, which has contributed outstanding voluntary work within the local community for the benefit of local people.  The first award will be made on 7th May 2010 at the Annual Town Meeting in the Mechanics Institute.

Quality Council Status and Power of Well Being

Whaley Bridge Town Council was re-accredited with Quality Status on 17th December 2009.

It also obtained the “Power of Well Being” in January 2010.  This is the statutory power enabling a local authority to do anything, which it considers likely to achieve the promotion or improvement of the economic, social or environmental well being of their area.

New Town Guide

A new Town Guide has been designed and is currently being printed.  It will be distributed free of charge to each household in the parish and widely available in other outlets.  It includes many useful contact details, local information and a street map of Whaley Bridge and Furness Vale.

10-10 Campaign

The Town Council signed up to the 10-10 Campaign in October 2009, which aims to reduce CO2 emissions by 10% in 2010.

Whaley Bridge Station

Network Rail has phased plans for the restoration of the Whaley Bridge Station building and the raising of the level of the platform, on which it stands.  Whaley Bridge Town Council has set aside £1000, in its budget for the financial year 2010-2011, to demonstrate its support for and to contribute to this project.

Cllr Barrie Taylor

Chair, Whaley Bridge Town Council 

22nd April 2010                                          
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