	whaley bridge town council

	Mechanics Institute, Market Street, Whaley Bridge, High Peak, SK23 7AA

Town Clerk: Mrs S Raybould  Tel:  01663 733068  Fax: 01663 734934

e-mail:  whaleybridgetowncouncil@supanet.com



	Meeting:
	Annual Town Meeting

	Date:
	Friday, 7th May 2010

	Time:
	7.30pm

	Venue:
	Mechanics Institute

	Present:
	See attached Attendance Register (17 attendees)


MINUTES

	T/2010/01
	Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Mrs Leather

	T/2010/02


	Minutes

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 24th April 2009 were a true and correct record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

	T/2010/03
	Town Council Report – Chairman, Cllr B Taylor

The Annual Report 2009/2010 was received. (Copy attached)

Cllr Taylor also reported the sad death of Cllr Jake Walsh on 1st September 2009.

Susanne Lomas had been co-opted as the new councillor for Yeardsley Ward.

He also spoke about the 10-10 Campaign in relation to the Mechanics Institute and the need for energy saving measures to reduce fuel costs and also reduce carbon emissions.  Loft insulation and a new boiler were proposed.  Accessibility for people with disabilities is still a problem and a longer lease with Frederic Robinson, for the garage and toilet area within the building, needs to be negotiated to enable bids to be submitted for grant funding to carry out accessibility improvements.

The Town Council had been re-accredited with Quality Status on 17th December 2009 and obtained the Power of Well Being which is the statutory power enabling a local authority to do anything which it considers likely to achieve the promotion or improvement of the economic, social or environmental well-being of its area. 

He gave thanks to employees Stephanie Raybould (Town Clerk), Brenda Wise (Clerk’s Assistant) and David Johnson (Caretaker) for their services over the past year.



	T/2010/04
	Safer Neighbourhoods Team – PC Andy Crosthwaite

The local team consists of Sgt. Tim Barlow, PC Andy Crosthwaite and PCSO Tracy Jones.

PC Andy Crosthwaite reported that there had been an overall reduction of 11.2% in crime in the Central Section from last year.  Drugs offences had increased slightly.  The problems relating to large numbers of young people congregating in the centre of Whaley Bridge on Friday evenings were being addressed.  A joint operation with the British Transport Police had taken place (with a sniffer dog) to identify anyone carrying drugs but none were found.

He reported various Safer Neighbourhood Team operations that had taken place, particularly a recent operation on the A6 at Furness Vale to identify motoring offences.

The Team holds a surgery at Tescos on the last Thursday of every month.

Problems with anti-social behaviour and arson at the derelict site at Taxal Lodge had been identified and efforts were being made to make the site safer.

Local CCTV had been upgraded to a digital system and Cllr Bowden requested that notices be displayed indicating CCTV cameras in operation to act as a deterrent.



	T/2010/05
	Report from County Councillor – Cllr Barrie Taylor

Derbyshire County Council elections had taken place in June 2009 resulting in a change of control to the Conservatives.

Cllr Taylor had stepped down as group leader but still serves on the Investment Panel and DCC Planning Committee re: waste disposal and mineral extraction applications, processing industrial and domestic waste and the disposal of commercial waste.

He stated that the provision of adult social services would need to be increased in line with a growing ageing population.

The provision of grit bins and gritting the highways during the severe winter weather had caused problems and as a consequence an additional £6million will be required to repair potholes and damaged road surfaces.

Schools in Derbyshire are now fairly autonomous and our local schools achieve high standards.



	T/2010/06
	High Peak Borough Council Reports

Cllr John Pritchard – Please see appended written report.

Cllr David Lomax

Cllr David Lomax reported that HPBC had been affected by the Icelandic Banking crisis.

Damaged play equipment at Furness Vale Play Area had been repaired.  No Regeneration Partnership money had been spent in this area and funding from the Going Local Scheme was not being distributed.  No Area Forums had taken place since last September.  He was also concerned that funding for the Goyt River Bridge may not be forthcoming from a new Government following the May 2010 election.

Land to the south of Macclesfield Road has not been identified as a housing priority for the High Peak.

He reported that the calendars for recycling dates were wrong and had to be redistributed and there were still problems with collection days not being followed.  The provision of incinerators may affect recycling and waste disposal in the future.

The Dog Warden had issued one fixed penalty notice this year in the Memorial Park.

Network Rail had delayed moving the central path in the Station Car Park but it was hoped that this, along with further station refurbishments, would take place in the near future.

Following the alliance, Staffordshire Moorlands District Council now manage some services.  There had been problems during the transition period and concerns about job losses.  Some services had been passed to Derbyshire County Council.



	T2010/07
	Questions and Resolutions  - None received.




  Signed as a true and correct record of the meeting.

 ……………………………Chair   ……………………Date
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