	whaley bridge town council

	Mechanics Institute, Market Street, Whaley Bridge, High Peak, SK23 7AA

Town Clerk: Mrs S Raybould  Tel:  01663 733068  Fax: 01663 734934

e-mail:  whaleybridgetowncouncil@supanet.com



	Meeting:
	Annual Town Meeting

	Date:
	20th April 2007

	Time:
	7.30pm

	Venue:
	Mechanics Institute

	Present:
	See attached Attendance Register


MINUTES

	T/2007/01 
	Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Ivy Lomas, Mr & Mrs R Pierce and Mr & Mrs A Johnson.

	
	Minutes

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 28th April 2006 were a true and correct record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them

	T/2007/02 
	Matters Arising

Mr A Bowles stated that the Mechanics Institute should be described as a registered charity.

Nina Cory asked if any change had been made to the school admissions system.  County Cllr Barrie Taylor replied that no recent changes had been implemented.

Cllr Taylor stated that, due to financial constraints, Gold Cards could only be used on bus services after 9.30am, Monday to Friday.

	T/2007/03 
	County Council Report – Cllr B Taylor

County Councillor Barrie Taylor reported that Social Services had been divided into two separate services, one for children and one for older people and vulnerable adults.

The 40mph speed limit on the A5004 past Tescos would be introduced shortly.  Additional signing had been implemented on Long Hill to warn motorists of the 30mph speed restriction approaching Whaley Bridge.

Cllr Taylor served on the Scrutiny Committee and was nominated by DCC to serve on the National Peak Park Authority. Council Tax had been increased by 3.94% and Central Government had capped spending to 5% maximum.  DCC no longer had control over education budget spending.

	T/2007/04 
	High Peak Borough Council Reports

Cllr John Pritchard 
Cllr Pritchard gave details of his membership of various committees and organisations.

He reported that Whaley Bridge Sports Association had applied to become a Community Amateur Sports Club, giving it charitable status and enabling a rate rebate.

Over 90% of High Peak Community Housing had now reached the ‘decent homes standard’ and all were expected to reach this standard by July 2007.

HP Community Housing were requesting information about empty residential properties.

Cllr David Lomax
Cllr Lomax reported that he had been leader of HPBC for 4 years.  The Council Tax had been reduced to 3.2% this year by cutting the cost of providing services but still delivering these services efficiently.  The Clean Team works well but litter can still be a problem on the streets.  HPBC, together with the active Friends of Memorial Park Group are seeking lottery funding for major improvement work in the park.  The recycling scheme “Binnovation” would be introduced in the Central Area in July 2007.  

New plans were being produced for the second (Goyt River) bridge to show changes to the highway layout.  Final negotiations with the landowners were underway and construction is due to commence within the next 12 months.

Young people were finding it difficult to afford local housing.  A certain percentage of new development now has to be earmarked for affordable housing.

Whaley Bridge now has a Community Beat Officer and a Police Community Support Officer to improve community safety.

There were no plans at present to introduce kerbside recycling facilities for plastic.  Facilities were available in Tescos car park.  There will be a new Civic Amenity Site in Buxton at Waterswallows together with a large recycling station.

	T/2007/05 
	Whaley Bridge Town Council – Annual Report

Cllr Mrs Linda Leather gave the Town Council Annual Report for 2006/7 (copy attached).

Cllr Jean Horsfall stated that the Whaley Bridge Association had been awarded £7000 from lottery, to undertake a community audit.

Cllr Lomax reported that HPBC planned to upgrade the tennis courts and play area in Furness Vale.  A lottery bid had been submitted for refurbishment and replacement of the play equipment.

Further meetings were to be held with Furness Vale Football Club to discuss how the football pitch could be improved.

	T/2007/06 
	Reports from School Governors
Whaley Bridge Primary School
Cllr Mrs Anne Winter reported that the school had received an Ofsted inspection highlighting outstanding areas in personal development and well-being.  The Headteacher’s strong, effective and compassionate leadership was recognised as one of the chief reasons for the success of the Enhanced Resource Unit and the development of the school as a whole.  

An extension was being built to create more storage space and better library facilities.  The heating system had been overhauled. CCTV had been installed to improve security.

Before and after school clubs were available.

The school website is: www.wbcps.org.uk.

Taxal & Fernilee Primary School 

A written report was submitted by Yvette Jeffrey, Headteacher, and read by Cllr John swift, a Governor of the school. (Copy attached).
Furness Vale Primary School  (Headteacher: Julie Ward)

A written report was submitted by the Headteacher, Julie Ward, and read by Cllr Mrs Linda Leather.



	T/2007/07 
	Questions and Resolutions – None


  Signed as a true and correct record of the meeting.

 ……………………………Chair   ……………………Date
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